
Occupational Wages 

• Of the top five growth occupations in the Bluegrass region (1994-2005), four paid a mean 
wage of less than $25,000 in 2001.  The entry wages, shown in parentheses, are all less 
than $15,000, with the exception of Management Occupations. 

o Cashiers - $16,572 ($11,959) 
o Retail Salespersons - $19,568 ($12,181) 
o Managers - $61,482 ($26,252) 
o Janitors and Cleaners - $18,254 ($14,287) 
o General Office Clerks - $20,697 ($13,579) 

• The mean hourly wage for the 413 occupations listed in the Bluegrass ranged from $6.49 
for Parking Lot Attendants to $46.63 for Chief Executives. 

• This section contains the annual and hourly occupational wages for the 2-digit 
occupational title as well as 6-digit for fields such as computer and mathematical, 
engineering, healthcare, and production.  For more occupational wage data, go to 
http://www.workforcekentucky.ky.gov/.  The 2002 wage data will be released later this 
summer.  

 
 



CODE OCCUPATIONAL TITLE MEDIAN MEAN ENTRY MEDIAN MEAN ENTRY
11-0000 Management $55,456 $61,482 $26,252 $26.66 $29.56 $12.63
13-0000 Business and Financial Operations $41,154 $43,592 $24,133 $19.79 $20.96 $11.60
15-0000 Computer and Mathematical $49,772 $52,433 $27,119 $23.92 $25.21 $13.04
17-0000 Architecture and Engineering $47,493 $51,041 $26,720 $22.83 $24.54 $12.85
19-0000 Life, Physical, and Social Science $38,550 $40,973 $22,257 $18.54 $19.70 $10.70
23-0000 Legal $52,288 $63,810 $25,043 $25.14 $30.68 $12.04
25-0000 Education, Training, and Library $32,339 $34,429 $16,245 $15.55 $16.56 $7.81
27-0000 Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports, and Media $23,872 $27,610 $12,953 $11.48 $13.28 $6.23
29-0000 Healthcare Practitioners and Technical $37,324 $43,517 $23,117 $17.95 $20.93 $11.12
31-0000 Healthcare Support $20,236 $20,980 $15,462 $9.73 $10.08 $7.43
33-0000 Protective Service $21,951 $25,557 $15,000 $10.55 $12.28 $7.21
35-0000 Food Preparation and Serving Related $14,744 $15,932 $11,998 $7.09 $7.66 $5.77
37-0000 Building and Grounds Cleaning and Maintenance $17,585 $18,596 $14,027 $8.45 $8.94 $6.75
39-0000 Personal Care and Service $16,070 $18,704 $12,285 $7.72 $8.99 $5.90
41-0000 Sales and Related $17,917 $24,528 $12,469 8.61 11.79 5.99
43-0000 Office and Administrative Support $23,051 $25,062 $15,265 $11.08 $12.05 $7.34
45-0000 Farming, Fishing, and Forestry $17,862 $19,762 $14,873 $8.59 $9.50 $7.15
47-0000 Construction and Extraction $27,824 $30,118 $18,236 $13.37 $14.48 $8.77
49-0000 Installation, Maintenance, and Repair $31,417 $34,234 $17,722 $15.10 $16.46 $8.52
51-0000 Production $26,538 $28,616 $16,636 $12.76 $13.76 $8.00
53-0000 Transportation and Material Moving $21,410 $24,455 $13,584 $10.29 $11.76 $6.53

Source: DES, Fourth Quarter 2001 Occupational Wage Estimates
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Bluegrass - Fourth Quarter 2001 Occupational Wage Estimates
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CODE OCCUPATIONAL TITLE MEDIAN MEAN ENTRY MEDIAN MEAN ENTRY
15-0000 Computer and Mathematical Occupations $49,772 $52,433 $27,119 $23.92 $25.21 $13.04
15-1021 Computer Programmers $47,395 $53,896 $36,820 $22.78 $25.91 $17.70
15-1031 Computer Software Engineers, Applications $73,874 $73,028 $48,219 $35.52 $35.11 $23.18
15-1032 Computer Software Engineers, Systems Software $61,180 $60,635 $40,470 $29.42 $29.16 $19.45
15-1041 Computer Support Specialists $31,813 $34,480 $19,074 $15.30 $16.58 $9.18
15-1051 Computer Systems Analysts $55,767 $58,218 $38,379 $26.81 $27.99 $18.45
15-1061 Database Administrators $46,245 $47,349 $24,058 $22.23 $22.76 $11.56
15-1071 Network and Computer Systems Administrators $41,761 $44,936 $27,342 $20.07 $21.60 $13.14
15-2031 Operations Research Analysts $48,902 $49,087 $34,299 $23.51 $23.60 $16.49

CODE OCCUPATIONAL TITLE MEDIAN MEAN ENTRY MEDIAN MEAN ENTRY
17-0000 Architecture and Engineering Occupations $47,493 $51,041 $26,720 $22.83 $24.54 $12.85
17-1011 Architects, Except Landscape and Naval $36,368 $43,952 $25,224 $17.49 $21.13 $12.12
17-1021 Cartographers and Photogrammetrists $28,573 $32,185 $20,875 $13.73 $15.48 $10.04
17-1022 Surveyors $30,137 $33,530 $23,258 $14.49 $16.12 $11.18
17-2051 Civil Engineers $51,100 $54,326 $35,888 $24.57 $26.11 $17.25
17-2071 Electrical Engineers $57,808 $60,053 $38,875 $27.80 $28.88 $18.69
17-2072 Electronics Engineers, Except Computer $57,842 $59,440 $39,386 $27.81 $28.57 $18.93
17-2081 Environmental Engineers $56,923 $57,940 $41,856 $27.37 $27.86 $20.13
17-2111 Health and Safety Engineers, Except Mining Safety Engineers and Inspectors $47,319 $51,010 $35,338 $22.75 $24.53 $16.99
17-2112 Industrial Engineers $58,803 $60,693 $40,706 $28.27 $29.18 $19.58
17-2131 Materials Engineers $65,160 $65,972 $50,489 $31.33 $31.72 $24.28
17-2141 Mechanical Engineers $52,774 $54,448 $39,070 $25.37 $26.18 $18.79
17-2199 Engineers, All Other $66,262 $65,530 $42,639 $31.85 $31.50 $20.50
17-3011 Architectural and Civil Drafters $30,153 $30,968 $19,279 $14.50 $14.88 $9.27
17-3012 Electrical and Electronics Drafters $31,900 $33,613 $21,219 $15.34 $16.16 $10.20
17-3013 Mechanical Drafters $34,165 $35,338 $28,167 $16.43 $16.99 $13.55
17-3022 Civil Engineering Technicians $39,876 $40,980 $25,144 $19.17 $19.70 $12.09
17-3023 Electrical and Electronic Engineering Technicians $39,336 $39,433 $25,658 $18.91 $18.95 $12.33
17-3026 Industrial Engineering Technicians $41,133 $42,201 $30,553 $19.77 $20.29 $14.69
17-3031 Surveying and Mapping Technicians $27,736 $30,083 $17,560 $13.34 $14.46 $8.44
17-3099 All other drafters, engineering, and mapping techn $36,874 $41,610 $25,197 $17.73 $20.00 $12.11
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CODE OCCUPATIONAL TITLE MEDIAN MEAN ENTRY MEDIAN MEAN ENTRY
19-0000 Life, Physical, and Social Science Occupations $38,550 $40,973 $22,257 $18.54 $19.70 $10.70
19-1031 Conservation Scientists $54,486 $54,429 $37,673 $26.20 $26.17 $18.11
19-1099 Life Scientists, All Other $47,819 $49,195 $32,346 $22.99 $23.65 $15.55
19-2031 Chemists $51,454 $52,587 $29,265 $24.73 $25.28 $14.07
19-3021 Market Research Analysts $53,085 $56,979 $26,094 $25.52 $27.39 $12.55
19-3031 Clinical, Counseling, and School Psychologists $44,629 $46,798 $31,917 $21.45 $22.50 $15.34
19-3099 Social Scientists and Related Workers, All Other $45,765 $47,919 $33,363 $22.00 $23.04 $16.04
19-4031 Chemical Technicians $33,656 $34,365 $25,616 $16.18 $16.52 $12.31

CODE OCCUPATIONAL TITLE MEDIAN MEAN ENTRY MEDIAN MEAN ENTRY
25-0000 Education, Training, and Library Occupations $32,339 $34,429 $16,245 $15.55 $16.56 $7.81
25-1011 Business Teachers, Postsecondary $49,891 $57,988 $22,190
25-1066 Psychology Teachers, Postsecondary $46,368 $54,270 $23,442
25-1071 Health Specialties Teachers, Postsecondary $50,031 $58,687 $33,892
25-1081 Education Teachers, Postsecondary $49,691 $52,404 $29,336
25-1194 Vocational Education Teachers, Postsecondary $42,303 $43,423 $30,948 $20.33 $20.87 $14.87
25-2011 Preschool Teachers, Except Special Education $17,586 $19,089 $13,379 $8.46 $9.18 $6.44
25-2012 Kindergarten Teachers, Except Special Education $39,469 $38,806 $27,677
25-2021 Elementary School Teachers, Except Special Education $38,307 $38,104 $26,450
25-2022 Middle School Teachers, Except Special and Vocational Education $38,678 $38,757 $26,943
25-2031 Secondary School Teachers, Except Special and Vocational Education $40,268 $40,386 $28,424
25-2032 Vocational Education Teachers, Secondary School $43,117 $43,733 $28,888
25-2041 Special Education Teachers, Preschool, Kindergarten, and Elementary School $35,830 $35,789 $25,424
25-2042 Special Education Teachers, Middle School $36,563 $37,193 $26,442
25-2043 Special Education Teachers, Secondary School $36,751 $37,065 $25,259
25-3021 Self-Enrichment Education Teachers $62,185 $53,712 $26,731 $29.89 $25.82 $12.85
25-3999 All other teachers, primary, secondary, and adult $20,857 $22,413 $15,933
25-4010 Archivists, Curators, and Museum Technicians $27,403 $27,769 $22,032 $13.17 $13.35 $10.59
25-4021 Librarians $39,699 $37,618 $18,847 $19.09 $18.08 $9.06
25-4031 Library Technicians $21,495 $21,456 $14,402 $10.34 $10.32 $6.92
25-9031 Instructional Coordinators $46,547 $46,837 $26,586 $22.38 $22.51 $12.78
25-9041 Teacher Assistants $17,420 $17,682 $13,502
25-9199 Library, museum, training, and other education workers $41,086 $39,975 $26,086 $19.75 $19.22 $12.54
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CODE OCCUPATIONAL TITLE MEDIAN MEAN ENTRY MEDIAN MEAN ENTRY
29-0000 Healthcare Practitioners and Technical Occupations $37,324 $43,517 $23,117 $17.95 $20.93 $11.12
29-1020 Dentists $80,037 $83,572 $62,505 $38.48 $40.18 $30.05
29-1051 Pharmacists $71,358 $69,838 $54,030 $34.30 $33.58 $25.98
29-1071 Physician Assistants $55,267 $56,602 $47,261 $26.57 $27.22 $22.72
29-1111 Registered Nurses $40,306 $41,392 $31,144 $19.38 $19.90 $14.98
29-1122 Occupational Therapists $51,390 $52,628 $39,130 $24.70 $25.31 $18.81
29-1123 Physical Therapists $50,096 $53,125 $39,017 $24.08 $25.54 $18.76
29-1124 Radiation Therapists $39,974 $41,633 $28,218 $19.22 $20.01 $13.57
29-1125 Recreational Therapists $26,886 $28,395 $17,660 $12.92 $13.65 $8.49
29-1126 Respiratory Therapists $32,995 $33,338 $25,408 $15.86 $16.03 $12.22
29-1127 Speech-Language Pathologists $41,551 $43,078 $31,251 $19.98 $20.71 $15.02
29-2011 Medical and Clinical Laboratory Technologists $39,075 $39,105 $29,896 $18.79 $18.80 $14.38
29-2012 Medical and Clinical Laboratory Technicians $28,449 $28,774 $20,267 $13.68 $13.84 $9.75
29-2021 Dental Hygienists $41,320 $40,475 $37,242 $19.87 $19.46 $17.90
29-2032 Diagnostic Medical Sonographers $42,446 $42,635 $37,072 $20.41 $20.50 $17.82
29-2033 Nuclear Medicine Technologists $37,307 $37,490 $30,048 $17.94 $18.02 $14.45
29-2034 Radiologic Technologists and Technicians $31,027 $32,591 $24,654 $14.92 $15.67 $11.85
29-2041 Emergency Medical Technicians and Paramedics $22,554 $23,906 $15,818 $10.85 $11.49 $7.61
29-2051 Dietetic Technicians $22,127 $22,712 $16,755 $10.64 $10.92 $8.05
29-2052 Pharmacy Technicians $19,481 $20,139 $15,239 $9.36 $9.68 $7.33
29-2054 Respiratory Therapy Technicians $28,850 $29,328 $23,532 $13.87 $14.10 $11.31
29-2055 Surgical Technologists $28,334 $28,592 $21,007 $13.62 $13.74 $10.10
29-2061 Licensed Practical and Licensed Vocational Nurses $28,673 $29,116 $23,132 $13.78 $14.00 $11.12
29-2071 Medical Records and Health Information Technicians $21,764 $23,131 $17,285 $10.46 $11.12 $8.31
29-2081 Opticians, Dispensing $26,389 $26,237 $16,280 $12.68 $12.61 $7.83
29-9010 Occupational Health and Safety Specialists and Technicians $40,530 $40,701 $24,798 $19.48 $19.57 $11.93
29-9199 Health professionals and technicians, all other $31,558 $34,728 $17,416 $15.17 $16.70 $8.38
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CODE OCCUPATIONAL TITLE MEDIAN MEAN ENTRY MEDIAN MEAN ENTRY
51-0000 Production Occupations $26,538 $28,616 $16,636 $12.76 $13.76 $8.00
51-1011 First-Line Supervisors/Managers of Production and Operating Workers $42,450 $43,399 $26,084 $20.41 $20.87 $12.54
51-2022 Electrical and Electronic Equipment Assemblers $22,896 $23,342 $19,105 $11.01 $11.22 $9.19
51-2092 Team Assemblers $36,548 $34,135 $19,740 $17.58 $16.41 $9.49
51-2099 Assemblers and Fabricators, All Other $21,918 $22,085 $15,430 $10.53 $10.62 $7.41
51-3011 Bakers $16,580 $16,660 $12,240 $7.97 $8.01 $5.88
51-3021 Butchers and Meat Cutters $24,076 $25,211 $15,193 $11.58 $12.12 $7.31
51-3099 All other food processing workers $20,465 $20,981 $15,216 $9.84 $10.09 $7.32
51-4021 Extruding and Drawing Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders, Metal and Plastic $25,167 $25,703 $16,954 $12.10 $12.36 $8.15
51-4022 Forging Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders, Metal and Plastic $23,769 $22,780 $13,623 $11.43 $10.95 $6.55
51-4023 Rolling Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders, Metal and Plastic $33,628 $32,881 $20,747 $16.17 $15.81 $9.97
51-4031 Cutting, Punching, and Press Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders, Metal and Plastic $23,959 $24,291 $17,057 $11.52 $11.68 $8.20
51-4032 Drilling and Boring Machine Tool Setters, Operators, and Tenders, Metal and Plastic $25,824 $24,982 $14,733 $12.41 $12.01 $7.08
51-4033 Grinding, Lapping, Polishing, and Buffing Machine Tool Setters, Operators, and Tenders, Metal and Plastic $22,995 $24,504 $19,358 $11.05 $11.78 $9.31
51-4041 Machinists $27,953 $27,508 $16,131 $13.44 $13.23 $7.75
51-4072 Molding, Coremaking, and Casting Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders, Metal and Plastic $22,501 $24,255 $16,767 $10.81 $11.66 $8.06
51-4111 Tool and Die Makers $39,262 $39,112 $26,596 $18.87 $18.80 $12.78
51-4121 Welders, Cutters, Solderers, and Brazers $27,195 $27,742 $17,470 $13.08 $13.33 $8.40
51-4122 Welding, Soldering, and Brazing Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders $26,910 $27,212 $21,280 $12.94 $13.09 $10.23
51-4191 Heat Treating Equipment Setters, Operators, and Tenders, Metal and Plastic $25,161 $25,793 $19,203 $12.10 $12.40 $9.23
51-4192 Lay-Out Workers, Metal and Plastic $23,355 $25,390 $19,260 $11.22 $12.21 $9.26
51-4193 Plating and Coating Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders, Metal and Plastic $26,917 $27,264 $20,139 $12.94 $13.11 $9.68
51-4194 Tool Grinders, Filers, and Sharpeners $26,965 $27,390 $16,464 $12.96 $13.17 $7.92
51-4199 Metal Workers and Plastic Workers, All Other $22,299 $24,999 $16,208 $10.72 $12.02 $7.80
51-5022 Prepress Technicians and Workers $21,391 $23,830 $15,422 $10.29 $11.46 $7.41
51-5023 Printing Machine Operators $26,015 $26,555 $17,895 $12.50 $12.76 $8.61
51-6011 Laundry and Dry-Cleaning Workers $16,627 $16,678 $13,074 $7.99 $8.02 $6.28
51-6021 Pressers, Textile, Garment, and Related Materials $20,033 $20,686 $13,562 $9.63 $9.94 $6.52
51-6031 Sewing Machine Operators $20,197 $19,897 $13,690 $9.72 $9.57 $6.58
51-6052 Tailors, Dressmakers, and Custom Sewers $17,313 $17,705 $15,401 $8.32 $8.51 $7.41
51-6063 Textile Knitting and Weaving Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders $25,076 $23,993 $18,689 $12.06 $11.54 $8.99
51-6099 Textile, Apparel, and Furnishings Workers, All Other $18,084 $20,565 $15,682 $8.70 $9.88 $7.53
51-7011 Cabinetmakers and Bench Carpenters $24,635 $25,168 $18,417 $11.85 $12.10 $8.85
51-7021 Furniture Finishers $25,402 $25,165 $16,170 $12.21 $12.10 $7.77
51-7041 Sawing Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders, Wood $17,735 $18,191 $13,734 $8.52 $8.74 $6.60
51-7042 Woodworking Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders, Except Sawing $17,680 $18,508 $14,833 $8.50 $8.90 $7.13
51-8013 Power Plant Operators $41,162 $40,463 $31,987 $19.79 $19.45 $15.38
51-8021 Stationary Engineers and Boiler Operators $31,002 $32,568 $17,311 $14.90 $15.66 $8.32
51-8031 Water and Liquid Waste Treatment Plant and System Operators $30,120 $30,076 $18,471 $14.48 $14.46 $8.89
51-8099 Plant and System Operators, All Other $37,250 $36,745 $25,896 $17.91 $17.67 $12.45
51-9011 Chemical Equipment Operators and Tenders $31,173 $30,815 $17,691 $14.98 $14.82 $8.50
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CODE OCCUPATIONAL TITLE MEDIAN MEAN ENTRY MEDIAN MEAN ENTRY
51-9012 Separating, Filtering, Clarifying, Precipitating, and Still Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders $38,883 $36,945 $25,815 $18.69 $17.76 $12.41
51-9021 Crushing, Grinding, and Polishing Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders $22,331 $23,806 $18,942 $10.73 $11.45 $9.10
51-9023 Mixing and Blending Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders $26,993 $27,465 $17,023 $12.98 $13.20 $8.18
51-9032 Cutting and Slicing Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders $30,523 $28,046 $19,461 $14.67 $13.48 $9.35
51-9041 Extruding, Forming, Pressing, and Compacting Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders $21,005 $22,366 $14,711 $10.10 $10.75 $7.07
51-9051 Furnace, Kiln, Oven, Drier, and Kettle Operators and Tenders $38,886 $34,830 $19,503 $18.69 $16.75 $9.37
51-9061 Inspectors, Testers, Sorters, Samplers, and Weighers $29,936 $31,529 $19,485 $14.39 $15.16 $9.36
51-9111 Packaging and Filling Machine Operators and Tenders $28,589 $28,692 $19,250 $13.75 $13.79 $9.26
51-9121 Coating, Painting, and Spraying Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders $23,505 $25,071 $17,660 $11.30 $12.05 $8.49
51-9123 Painting, Coating, and Decorating Workers $19,383 $24,400 $14,789 $9.32 $11.73 $7.11
51-9131 Photographic Process Workers $16,491 $17,213 $12,562 $7.93 $8.27 $6.04
51-9132 Photographic Processing Machine Operators $16,995 $17,920 $13,165 $8.17 $8.62 $6.32
51-9191 Cementing and Gluing Machine Operators and Tenders $20,513 $20,352 $16,053 $9.86 $9.79 $7.71
51-9192 Cleaning, Washing, and Metal Pickling Equipment Operators and Tenders $20,292 $20,566 $15,988 $9.76 $9.89 $7.68
51-9195 Molders, Shapers, and Casters, Except Metal and Plastic $19,192 $19,755 $14,285 $9.23 $9.50 $6.87
51-9196 Paper Goods Machine Setters, Operators, and Tenders $28,866 $28,287 $20,112 $13.87 $13.60 $9.67
51-9199 Production Workers, All Other $22,823 $25,657 $14,536 $10.97 $12.34 $6.98
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